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Science
on the land

Actua science camp
visits Rankin Inlet

by Kassina Ryder

Northern News Services

Rankin Inlet

Thirteen Rankin Inlet girls
made their own bouncy balls
last week. They also made a

"Our goal is to build con-
fidence and interest among
youth in the areas of science
and technology whether or not
they actually go on to study
science, " said Leslie Cuth-
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ship Centre and
Actua, a charitable organiza-
tion that promotes science and
technology programs for youth
across Canada.

They spent the week of July
13 learning how to construct
robots and learning about poly-
mers, a skill they later used to
make their own bouncy balls.

to everyday life,
they start to see the potential
role that science can play in
their lives."

Activities also included
learning how to build water
filtration systems and making
a model digestive tract. The
girls also participated in more
conventional camping activ-
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The girls in the Actua science camp in Rankin Inlet learn about polymers from instructor Tyler Ross on

July 16.

ities like roasting marshmal-
lows and hotdogs on a camp-
fire.

Participant Alayna
Ningeongan said her favourite
part of the camp was learning
about human biology.

"We learned about our res-
piratory system and how we
digest," she said.

Campers usually returned
home in the evenings after a
day at camp, but they spent the
night of July 15 in cabins on
the campsite.

The girls also enjoyed
simply being out on the land,
according to instructor Tyler
Ross.

"Being out on the land is

incredible," he said. "You can
tell the girls love it out here."

Ross travelled throughout
Nunavut last year delivering
Actua camps throughout the
territory, but said it was his
first time in Rankin Inlet.

It was a first trip to Nunavut
for instructor Mia Patriarca.
She said Actua camps usually

involve spending some time
indoors, but Rankin Inlet's
camp took place entirely on
the land.

"I love it up here. It's gor-
geous,” she said. "It's great
being out on the land. Usually
we're in a hall, but we've been
incorporating the land into the
curriculum.”
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